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LUKE XXII. 42, 43. 


And he ſaid unto xs us, Loxp remember me when 
thou comeſt into thy Kingdom.— And Jesus fail 
unto him, Verily I jay unto thee, To-day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe. 


— * 


NH & HIS memorable requeſt to the Lox d 
8 Jesvs CuRIsT, was made by one of 
the malefactors which were cruci- 
fied with him. One of theſe per- 
ſons joined with the ſurrounding 
multitude in inſulting the ſuffering 
Saviour in his laſt moments. - One of the ma- 
le factors which were hanged, railed on him, 


ſaying, I thou be the CuxIS ſave thyſelf and 


. # — 
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* * 9 
+ ® by - 


us. Matthew and Mart mention both theſe 


perſons as joining in this railing accuſation.— 
It is common in the Scripture for a ſingle thing 
to be expreſſed in the plural number, eſpecially 
when it is not the deſign of the writer to be 
very particular.— That is ſaid to be written in 
the Prophets, which is written only in one 
of them. It is obſerved of Jeptha, that he 
was buried in the cities of Gilead, meaning 
one of thoſe cities, * 


THESE 


Mae i. 2: Judges xii. 7. 
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Tuxsx two Evangelifts, not deſigning particu- 
larly to relate the circumſtances of thoſe.which 
were crucified with Ixsus, expreſs themſelves in 
general terms ; But St. Luke gives an exact 
detail of what paſſed reſpecting theſe perſons, 
and repreſents the one as having acted a very dif- 
ferent part from his fellow-ſufferer.—- He an- 
ſwering, rebuked him, ſaying, doſt nat thou fear 
God, ſeeing thou art in the ſame condemnation f 
And we indeed juſtly : For we receive the due re- 
ward of our deeds ; but this man has done nothing 
amiſs. And he ſaid unto Ixsus, Lokp re- 
member me when thou comell into thy kingdom. 
Seme ſuppoſe that this requeſt implied nothing 
more than that CHRIST would exert his mi- 
raculous power in delivering him from his pre- 
ſent ſufferings, and that he would give him a 
place in a temporal kingdom on earth. But if 
we confider, that our Lex ‘s diſciples had giv- 
en up all hopes of his being the temporal deli- 
verer of the Jeuiſß nation, it will not appear 
very probable that this malefaQor retained ſuch 
a ſentiment ; eſpecially if we obſerve that he 
ſeemed perfectly ſatisfied with the anſwer which 
our LoRD gave him, To- day ſhalt thou be with 
me, &c.—He ſeems to have entertained juſt 
and exalted notions of the Meſſiah's kingdom, 
and to have believed that though CnzisrT 
was ſuſpended on the croſs, he was poſſeſſed 
of ſpiritual dominion and regal dignity, and had 
power to ſave and to deſtroy. 


LET us conſider a little diſtinctly the requeſt 


itſelf, and the gracious anſwer which our Loxp 
returned 


we = om „ 
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returned. This perſon evidently believed in 
Cnx1sT as the promiſed Meſſiab, and the Sa- 
viour of the world. Notwithſtanding the ig- 
nominy and diſgrace of his fituation on the 
croſs, he viewed him as the Lorp of life and 
glory, and was willing to truſt his immortal 
intereſts in his hands. He was, in ſome way or 
other, brought to a ſenſe of his abſolute, pe- 
riſhing need of a Saviour, and clearly ſaw that 
there was ſalvation in none other but CRRIST. 
If he had not firmly believed that CurisT 
would be raiſed from the dead, and that he 
would take poſſeſſion of the kingdom of glory, 
there would have been no propriety in ſuch an 
addreſy.——-By what means ſoever, we may ſup- 

oſe that he became acquainted with the cha- 
rater of CuRIS＋, it certainly diſcovered a ſtrong 
degree of faith to caſt himſelf upon the mercy 
of one who was then nailed to the croſs, and juſt 
ready to give up the ghoſt. He ſaw the di- 
vine glory of a ſuffering Saviour ; and while 
one of his immediate diſciples had betrayed 
him, while another had denied him, and the 
reſt forſaken him and fled, he fays, Lox p re- 
member me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 
He acknowledges that the dying Jxsus is 
Lokp of univerſal nature, and is able to beſtow 
bleſſings infinitely ſuperior to any thing that 
earth can yield.— The cafe with many ſinners 
is, that they do not ſee any beauty or comeli- 


neſs in CxRISsT that they ſhould defire him. 
They fondly imagine that they are rich and in- 


creaſed in goods, and have need of nothing, when 
they are really wretched end miſerable, foor, 
elind and naked. BuT 
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N Bor this penitent thief deeply ſenſible of 
| the excceding evil and malignity of fin, and 
the fearful conſequences of it in a ſtate of re- 
tribution, flies to Jesus the only city of re- 
| iuge, and caſts himſelf upon his mercy ho 18 
able to jave ts the uttermoſt. 


To whom elſe can any finners go, but to 
him who has the words of eternal life ? Where 
can other condemned malefactors who are on 
ihe brink of eternity look, but to him who 
pou:cd out his moit precious life in groans 
and agonies on the croſs, to ſave the chief of 
inner By whom can they wiſh to be re- 
membered, but by him who has the dignity 
end glory of a kingdom to beſtow, to whom all 
| power is committed in Heaven and earth?! 
| bis petition {ecins plainly to imply that the 
tlief on the cross was a real friend of CRRIST, 
and that he was willing to be ſaved on the 
terms of the goſpel.— His converſion might 
not, perhaps, in all reſpets have been ſo ſud- 
den a ſome have ſuppoſed : It is evident that he 
hed ſeme knowledge of the character of CurIsT 
eim what he ſaid to his fellow-ſufferer, Thrs 
on has cone nothing am:/s. It is not impoſſi- 
bie that he might have heard ſome of our 
LokbD's diſcourſes, and ſeen ſome of his mira- 
culous works. 


_— — — 
""_ , 3 — 1 
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Donis his confinement in priſon he might 
have been convinced of the evil and danger of fin, 
znd have had ſerious thoughts upon death and 

Jadgment.— some have ſuppoſed that he _ 
ave 
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have been a good man before the commiſſion 
of the ctime for which he ſuffered, and that 
this ſingle act of groſs wickedneſs which brought 
him to an untimely end, was not totally in- 
confiſtent with the truth of grace. But there 
ſeems no foundation for ſuch a conjeQture.— 
The caſe of this perſon is rather recorded as a 
ſignal inſtance of the power and grace of the 
Redeemer ; to ſhew that ne crimes are fo 
great, but that his blood can expiate the guilt. 
of them ; that no heart is ſo hard, but it may 
be brought, by his victorious grace, to he 
obedience of faith. 


* I CANNOT but look upon this happy man,” 
ſays Dr. Doddridge, (“ for ſuch, amidſt all the 
** ignominy and torture of the crofs, he ſure- 
* ly was) as a glorious inſtance of the power, 
* as well as the ſovereignty of divine grace ; 
* which, perhaps, taking the firſt occaſion from 
** the-preternatural darkneſs, wrought ſo pow- 
** erfully as to produce by a ſudden and aſto- 
*« niſhing growth in his laſt moments, all the 
*© virtues which could be crouded into fo ſmall a 
a ſpace, and which were eminently manifeſted 
in his confefſing his own guilt, in his admo- 
** niſhing his companion for a crime which he 
** feared would prove fatal to him, in his viadi- 
** cating the character of CHk1sT, and repo- 
** ling his confidence in him as the Lox D of a 
* kingdom beyond the grave, when his ene- 


mies were triumphing over him, and he 


*© himſelf, abandoned by moſt of his friends, 


was expiring on the croſs.” 
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[T is probable, that the previous knowledge 
he had of the character of Cur1sT was merely 
ſpeculative, and that his heart was never effec- 
tually changed 'till this memorable day, in 
which he was to die on the croſs with the 
Lorp of pglory.—'t is quite rational to ſup- 
pole, that the divine Saviour whoſe life was 
a ſeries of wonders, who went about doing 

ood to the ſouls and bodies of men, and who 
delighted above all things in ads of benevolence 
and mercy, ſhould, in a dying hour give ſome 
ſtriking inſtance of the power of his grace. 


W cannot pretend to determine the exact 
time or manner of his converſion. But it can- 
not be denied, that the power and grace of 
CHR1sST are ſufficient at any time to bring a 


finner out of darkneſs into marvelous hight, and 


to raiſe a ſoul, guilty, depreſt and polluted to 
the joyful hope of immortality and glory. A 
Being'of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, does 
not confine himſelf to any particular mode of 
operation. He is ſometimes found of them that 
eek bim nat and prevents men with the bleſſings 
of his grace, while they are running on in a 


mad career of vice. In every age, there may be 


tome ſignal monuments of the power of his 
grace, to ſhew that nothing is too hard for 
him to effect to whom Omnipotence belongs. 


THr1s inſtance of the penitent thief cannot 
however, afford ſufficient matter of encourage- 
ment to others to perfiſt in fin, hoping to ob- 

; tain 
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tain pardon and life in their laſt moments. 
He had not finned againſt ſuch clear light and 
ſtrong convictions as perſons in general do, 
who enjoy the Goſpel : It would be preſumpti- 
on for thoſe to take comfort from this example 
who have long reſiſted the ſtrivings of God's 
ſpirit ; who have broken ſolemn vows and en- 
gagements, have lighted the promiſes, deſpi- 
ſed the threatnings, been deaf to all the calls of 
Gop's word, and abuſed that grace and mercy 
which has been fo freely offered them, This 
inſtance of late repentance, can never juſtify 
any who have been educated under the clear 
light of the Goſpel, in neglecting that great 


fatvation which it offers, till death approaches. 


A ſingle inſtance of a late repentance produced 
and accepted in the article of death, and this 
under ſuch peculiar circumſtances as never can 
occur again, * is a moſt precarious baſis for any 
to build their hopes upon. 


Ir perſons retain their ſins as long as they 
poſſibly can, againſt the cleareſt light and evi- 
dence, and call upon CHRIST to remember 
them when they have obſtinately refuſed to 
remember him, can they with any propriety 
plead the caſe of this malefaQor in their be- 
half ? The probability is, that he had no fair 
opportunity of profeſſing faith in CurtsT till 
he was on the confines of eternity, and there- 

fore 


- 


® His ſuffering with Cnais r on the croſs, the darkneſs, &c. 
are referred to. 
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fore was in a ſituation far different from thoſe in 
general, who have been born and educated un- 
der the clear light of the Goſpel. Their caſe 
ſeems to come the neareſt to his, who have 
been educated in total ignorance of the princi- 
ples and duties of religion, and whoſe manner 
of life has been ſuch, that they have had few 
opportunities to hear the word of Gop diſpenſ- 
ed. Such a caſe as this has exiſted in our day; 
ſuch. an one is now preſented to our view. * 
How fit and neceſſary is it for perſons in 
this ſituation to look to the divine Saviour for 
mercy, and ſay LoRD remember us ! Cc. 


W come now to conſider the gracious and 
condeſcending anſwer which our Lok p return- 


ed to this requeſt of the thief on the croſs, To- 
day ſhall thou be with me in Paraaiſe. What an 


aſtoniſhing mixture of dignity and mercy was 
here, that the Son of Gop thould ſpeak from 
the croſs as from a. throne, and ſhould in the 
agonies of death not merely ciſpenſe pardons, 
but diſpoſe of ſeats in Paradiſe ! What unſpeak- 
able joy and ſatisfaction mult this anſwer have 


yielded to the wretched malefaftor ! With 


what calmneſs and compoſure could he reſign 
his departing ſpirit, after being aſſured from 
the mouth of Jesus that to be abſent from 
the body would be to gain admiſſion to the im- 


mortal joys of Heaven! 
N Tur 


„ Refer ing to Barrick and Sullivan, who had never been 
tang t to read, and had heard but few S&:mons in the 


cuurle of their lives.—See the Appendix. 
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Tux general opinion of the Jaus teſpecting 
Paradiſe was, that 1t was a place into which 
pious ſouls were: immediately received after 
death. This was the original of that oracle 
among the Chaldees, Seek Para'iſe the glorious 
country of the foul. This was their benevolent 
with for a dying perſon, Let bis ſoul be in Para- 
aiſe. This word is introduced only in two 
other paſſages in the ſacred volume; the one 
is 2 Cor. xii. 4. where St. Paul is ſaid to have 
been caught up into Paradiſe, and to have heard 
unſpeakble words: The other is Rev. ii. 7. 
where CHRIST promiſeth to him that over- 
cometh, that he ſhall ear of he tree of liſe 
which is in the midſt of the Paraliſe of Gov. 
This expreſſion plainly alludes to that de- 
lightful garden in' which our firſt Parents 
dwelt while they retained their innocence ; 
where the tree of life was fixed as a ſurety and 
pledge of immortality. As they would have 
enjoyed an immortal. life, if they had not 
ſinned, ſo all the true diſciples of CHRIST will 
be admitted to a ſtate of glory, honor and im- 
mortal bleſſedneſs in that Paraaz/e which is 
above ; an happineſs vaſtly ſuperior to that 
which the garden of Eden. was capable of 
yielding ; even ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, and .which it hath not entered. into 
the beart of man to conceive . 


LET us however conſider for A moment, 
the account. which the Scriptures. give us of 
the heavenly happineſs. It is declared to be 
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a. ſtate of perfect freedom from all evil and 
miſery. They who arrive at the manſions of 
bliſs hunger no more, fleither thirfl any more, the 
fun does not hight on tbem, nor any beat, and 
Go wipes away all tears from their eyes. There 
will be no danger from without, no pains and 
diſtreſſes from within to diſturb and perplex 
them. There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and there the weary are at reſi, No moral 
evil or defilement will any more cleave to 
them, nor will they be tempted any more to 
depart from Gop. No ſeducer or adverſary 
can have acceſs to them. When they enter the 
Paradiſe of Gov, they take their leave of fin 

and miſery forever, and are fixed in thoſe calm 


and bliſsful regions, from whence ſighs and 


tears are perpetually baniſhed, 


IT is not, however, to be ſuppoſed that ſuch 
as die in the LoRD, are, in their ſeparate ſtate, 
exalted to the higheſt dignity and glory of the 
heavenly world: But as we paſs thro' the ſe- 
veral ſtages of infancy, childhood, youth, &c. 
in the preſent ſtate, ſo it is probable that the 
happineſs of the next, will be progreſſive. It 
is evident from the general tenor of Scripture, 
that the happineſs of the ſaints will be greatly 
augmented at the reſurtection; that they will 
be admitted to the compleat and everlaſting en- 
joyment of Gop and the Redeemer. Mben 
CHR1sT who is our life ſhall appear, ſays the 
Apoſtle, then ſball ye alſo appear with him in glo- 
ry. When the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall 


rec erve 
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receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. * 
it muſt have been matter of great joy to the 
penitent thief to hear that he ſhould be with 
CHRIST, that glorious Redeemer who was then 
dying on the croſs to fave ſianers. The pre- 
ſence of this divine Perfonage is enough to con- 
ſtitute Heaven. Father, ſays he, [ will that 
they alis whom thou haſt given me be with me 
where I am ; that they may behold my glory which 
thou haſt given me. F 


Tur glory and excellency of CHRIST, and 
the wonders of redeeming love and grace af- 
tord high delight in this world to all the follow- 
ers of the Lamb ; but this will be infinitely in- 
creaſed in Heaven, where they will behold his 
lovely face, and be forever ſatisfied with his like- 
neſs. In the city of the living Goo, there will 
alſo be the ſociety of an innumerable company of 
angels, the general aſſembly and church of the firſt 
born, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
The extenſive knowledge and enlarged bene- 
volence of theſe bleſſed (ſervants of Gop muſt 
render their converſation moſt pleaſant and 
profitable. And if we confider that theſe di- 
vine entertainments and enjoyments are of per- 
petual duration, it muſt greatly extend and 
enlarge our ideas of the heavenly bleſſedneſs. 
It is ſaid expreſſly that they are ever with the 
LoRD ; that theſe pleaſures are forevermore, 
and that it is an exceeding and eternal weight 


of 
* Col. iii. 4+ I Pet. v. 4 + Jobe xvii. 24. 
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of glory.“ How immenſely rich, how incon- 
ceivably great muſt that grace and love be which 
confers ſuch a glorious reward on finful, un- 
worthy creatures] Eternal liſe is the free, un- 
merited gift of GOD through our LoRD J E“Z 
sus CHRIST. 


Tur time which our LoRD mentions for 
coni.tring the bleſſings of Paradiſe on the peni- 
tent thief is worthy of particular notice, To-day 
ſhalt thou be with me, &c. Some who deny con- 
{cjous exiſtence in the intermediate ſtate, put 
this conſtruction upon the words, To-day Tay 
unto thee, Sc. But this is a very forced and un- 
natural ſenſe ; for there could be no queſtion 
whether theſe, gracious words were uttered on 
that particular day, or at any other time.— 
Others imagine that the phraſe 1s uſed inde- 
finitely, and intends only the certainty of his 
future happineſs without fixing any time for 
the commencement of it, juſt as it was ſaid to 
our firſt Parents, in the day thou eateff thereof, &c. 
But this ſeems to be taking more freedom with 
Scriptmie than can be juſtified, in order to ſap- 
port a favourite opinion. The plain and ob- 
vious ſenſe is more likely to be the true one. 
Our Lox p undoubtedly ſpake in ſuch a ſenſe 
on this important occaſion, that the thief would 
be likely to apprehend his meaning. And as 
he was a Jew, he would naturally underſtand 


him according to their commonly received no- 
Tr tions 


® iv. 17, P/. vi. 11. 2 Cor, iv. 17. 
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tions reſpeQing Paradiſe, and the admiſſion of 
perſons into it upda their leaving this world. 


Tura are ſundry other paſſages of Scrip- 
ture which confirm the plain and obvious ſenſe 
of this text, which the time will not permit me 
to enumerate. ® I would only remark, what a 
happy and glorious change this penitent thief 
muſt have made, when he was removed from 
the pains and tortures of a croſs to the un- 
ſpeakable and immortal joys of Paradiſe ! 


Ca we ſuppoſe that the hand of this Al- 
mighty Redeemer is ſhortned that it cannot 
{ave ? Does not he remain the ſame yeiterday, 
to-day and forever ? In his exalted ſtate, he 
views the children of men with infinite tender- 
neſs and compaſſion, and does in effect ſay to 
every true penitent in his laſt moments, To-day 
ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 


WII may this language chear your ſouls, 
my unhappy Fellow-men, who are now to be 
carried to the place of execution to receive the 
juſt recard of your deeds. The crimes for which 
you are to. ſuffer have been very great, and 
expoſe you not only ts the vindictive juſtice of 
men, but alſo to the wrath of Almighty Gop. 
Temporal death, though a ſolemn and moment- 
ous change, is a ſmall and inconſiderable evil, 
compared with the ſad conſequences of it to the 
impenitent, in a ſtate of retribution. In ſuch a 

C ſituation 


 ® See Luke xvi. 22, and on. 2 Cor. v. $, P3il. i. 
21, Heb. vi. i2, &c 
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fituation where can you look for help and. ſue- 
cour ? Whither can you fly but to Ixtus the ci- 
ty. of refuge for ſafety and protection? Can 
you heartily adopt this prayer of the penitent 
thief and ſay Lok D remember us in thy kingdom? 
If you are deeply ſenſible as he was, of the ex- 
ceeding evil and malignity of fin, and have with 
all your hearts renounced it; If you have, like 
him, from a ſenſe of your undone' condition, 
cordially accepted of CuR1sT in his whole cha- 
racter, and caſt yourſelves entirely upon the 
mercy of Gop through him, you may with ſafo- 
ty apply this precious promiſe in our text, To- 
day, &c. You lee from what has been diſconr- 
led, that mercy at a late hour was extended to 
one who died by the hand of juſtice. He had 
perhaps run to as great exceſſes in wickedneſs 
as any of. you, and yet through the unſpeakable 
riches of divine.grace, he was at death admitted 
to the joys of Paradiſe, The mercy of God is 
great above the Heavens, and knows no bounds 
with reſpect to ſuch as are the proper objects of 
it, * He has ſent his dear Son to die for 


ſinners, even the chief of them. In him there 


is 2 comple at fulneſs for pardon, peace and eter- 
nal ſalvation. The life of Jesus abounded 
with numberleſs inſtances of compaſſion and 


love. He meets, ſays one, the returning pro- 


dizal ; Looks with, compaſſion on denying 
Peter Rejects not diſbelieving Thomas : Ad- 
mits finful Magdalen: Pardons the taken Aaul- 
s And aſſociates to himſelf in Paradiſe 

(where 


* Part of an Addreis 1s introduced here which was delivered to 
the P.i{-ne7s the Lorp's-Diy preceding tagir execution. 
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(where Angels caſt their crowns at his feet) a 
thief from the croſs. * Multitudes of the moſt 
heinous offenders have experienced his ſupera- 
bounding mercy ; and can you doubt that it 
will be extended to you, 1n caſe you are truly 
humble and penitent ? The Goſpel! invitation is 
moſt free and generous ; the Spirit and the Bride 


ay come, and let him that is athirjt come, and who- 
ſoe ver will, let him come and take of the water of 


life freely. Suffer not yourſelves therefore to 
deſpair of the mercy of Gop through the glo- 
rious Saviour, but commit a freſh the keeping of 
your ſouls to him who # able to fave to the ut- 
fermoſl. You are to remember that Gop is al- 
ſo a juſt and holy Being who muſt render to all 
according to their real ſtate and character. 


IT is extremely unhappy that ſome of you 
were not early inſtructed in the fir? principles of 
the oracles of Gop. If this however was not 
owing to any negligence of your own, there will 
not be ſo much required of you as of others, 
who had better opportunities for improvement. 
You have heard much of late of the excellency 
of CuRIs T, and his ability and readineſs to fave 
ſinners. The terms on which pardon and life 
are to be obtained have been fairly propoſed, and 
you have been moſt earneſtly entreated to be- 


come reconciled to Gop.—Do you not heartily 


believe in, and love this almighty and moſt com- 
paſſionate Saviour? Do you not ardently defire 
to be with him in Paradiſe after you leave this 


world ? If you will, like the thief on the croſs, 
* cordially 


| bs Dr, Tung. 
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cordially accept of CHRIST, you will obtain 
mercy, though it ſhould be on this very day of 
execution. He that belieugth on the Son hath ever- 
laſling life, and though he ſhould be called out 
of the world inſtantly, ſhall not fail of the poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. Thoſe graces and virtues which 
are fruits of faith ſhall be accepted, though 8 
they exiſted only in their ſpring and ſource. 


WHEREfN any one of you“ enjoys a good hope 
of final acceptance and everlaſting life, be thank- 
tul to Gop for it, and whatever may have been 
done for your ſoul give him all the glory. Do 
not depend upon particular feelings and the mo- . 
tions of the animal ſpirits, but examine yourſelf g 
with great care whether you be in the faith, 
and whether your hope and confidence are well 
grounded. Make it your earneſt prayer, O 
Loꝝp fearch me and know my heart, try me and 
Inge my thoughts, ſee if there be any wicked way in 
e, and lead me in the way everlaſting. If you 
e in reality what you profeſs to be, a true 
i1end and diſciple of the bleſſed Jzsus, you 
will be as a brand plucked out of the burning, 
 f\gnal monument of divine grace and mer- 
cy. If your hope is built upon the immutahle 
rremiſcs of Gop which in CaRisT are all yea 
od amen, it will never make you aſhamed, but 
bon be changed into the everlaſting, frui- 
n of 1ts glorious object. I doubt not that 
wan have often adopted that prayer of the peni- 
tent, L2RD remember me, c. GoD grant that 

you, 


v 4'-vanter White apprared very humble and penitent, and 1 
' - + tt-cng perſuaſicn of his iptereſt ip the favour of ; 
Coo. vec Appendix, 
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you, and each of you, may be found wih 
CurisT in Paradiſe. Be flrong in faith, giving 
glory to Gop : The ſhield of faith will not only 
quench all the fiery darts of ſatan, but alſo re- 
pel the arrows of death. Never is the excel- 
lence of this grace ſo fully known as in the 
ſtrength and peace which it communicates to a 

erſon in the near views of death. When he 
is paſſing the dark valley of the ſhadow of death, 
faith like a ray from Heaven enlightens the 
gloomy path, and helps him to behold the hills 
of ſalvation that lie beyond it. If your faith is 
genuine, and your hope eſtabliſhed upon its pro- 
per baſis, you may now meet death with tran- 
quility and compoſure, and break out in that 


triumphant language, O death where it thy fling, + 


O grave where is thy victory? Thanks be to GoD 
who giveth me the victory through our Lokd IE“E 
SUS CHRIST. 


You are now, Priſoners of Fuſtice, in a ſhort 
time to meet your fate. The ſeaſon of your 
departure is at hand, and a byundlz(s eternity 
lies open before you. Commend your depart- 
ing ſpirits into the hands of your Father in Hea- 
ven. May each of you have much of his pre- 
ſence and grace to ſupport you amidſt the ago- 


nies of diſſolving nature ; and when you ſhut 


your eyes upon the light of this world, may the 
Loxp Jtevs receive your ſouls to the arms of 
his everlaſting mercy. May you dwell forever 
with him in the regions of light and glory, 
and celebrate the wonders of redeeming love 
throughout immortal ages. 


Tuts 
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TxXr1s ſolemn occaſion affords matter of uſe- 
ful inſtruction to this whole aſſembly. We fee 
here the ſad and awful effects of fin. How 
has this defaced the beauty and glory of the 
works of Gop ! What amazing havoc and de- 
ſtruction has it made in this revolte4 world! 
How ruinous is the influence of unbridled luſts 
and paſſions ! How do they prompt men to 
meaſures which impair the underſtanding and 
ſear the conſcience ; which are diſhonorary to 
Gop and injurious to men; which blaſt repu- 
tation and character, and end in miſery and 
death]! How is that awful maxim of wiſdom 
verified, He that finneth againſt me wrongeth his 
0%n foul ; all they that hate me love death What 
aſtoniſhing progreſs do men make in vice when 
they have once caſt off the fear of Gop, and 
freed themſelves from the reſtraints of conſci- 
ence ! With what quick ſucceſſion does one 
crime follow another, 'till at length a capital 
offence brings them to an untimely end. 


Tus ſcene before us is truly affecting: Three 
5 * young, healthful and vigorous, who, 
ad they choſen the paths of wiſdom and vir- 
tue, might have been bleſſings to mankind, 
cut off in an inſtant and uſhered into eternity! 


W # that has the leaſt ſpark of benevolence 
or even humanity can be unmoved at this diſmal 
tragedy?) Let others be warned and admoniſhed 
to fly from fin as their moſt dangerous and fa- 
tal enemy, and excited to walk in virtues pure 
and peaceful path. Keep under your —_— 

; an 


Not one of the Priſoners | had reached the age of twer.ty»five. 
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and bring them into ſubjection to your rational 
and intellectual powers. Never ſuffer any co- 
vetous, envious or malicious ſentiments to reſt 


ia vout boſoms. An inordinate thirſt after this - 


world's goods leads men into ſnares and tempta- 


tions, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Juſts 


which drown them in deſtruction and perdition, 
Let ſuch as are in the prime and vigour of their 
days be perſuaded to flee youthful luſit and crimi- 
nal purſuits. Sin can never conſiſt with your 
intereſt as men. Its inſeparable companions, 
if perſiſted in, are infamy and ruin. To hate 
fn is to honour yourſelves, and to abſtain from it 
is your trueſt glory.” Religion or early piety, 
will ever promote your belt intereſts in time and 
eternity. It yields joy and ſatisfaction upon re- 
flection, and affords the maſt reviving and bleſ- 
ſed proſpects. It is your beſt ſecurity in life 
and death, 


Wr ſee from what has been diſcourſed that it 
is poſſible to obtain true repentance in the near 
approaches of death: But let none be encou- 
raged from hence t continue in fin that grace 
may abound, It would be the heighth of fol- 
ly and preſumption to delay our repentance with 
ſuch a fond expectation. We are to expect the 
grace of Gop in the ordinary eſtabliſhed method. 
If we feek him with our whole heart, he will 
be found of us, but if we forſake him, and re- 
fuſe to follow the method he has preſcribed, he 
will caſt us off forever. Tur 


The extteme danger of taking encouragement from this ſin- 
-gle-inftance of the thief on the croſs, is pointed out in a maſ- 

"rerly manner by the pioùs and learned Biſhop Head/y in his 
Sermons on Acceptance, 
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Tur preſent occaſion ſuggeſts a powerful 
motive to engage perſons to maintain famil 
order and governtnent, and to inſtill the prin- 
ciples of religion and virtue into the minds of 

children and others committed to their truſt. 

Families are the firſt ſeminaries of religion ; and 
if due reſtraint, inſtruftion and government be 
neglected, what ate we to expect but a general 
profligacy of manners and a rapid increaſe of | 
Publick Executions ? © Religion and virtue are ; 
the life and foul of ſociety, and the welfare | 
* of kingdoms and nations can never flouriſh 
e but under the ſacred influence of them.” 
May the Gop of all grace pour out his ſpirit up- 
on this whole people, and bis bleſſings upon their 
off-/pring, that we may have that righteouſ- 
neſs which exalteth a nation, and thoſe iniqui- 
ties which are the reproach and ruin of a peo- 
ple may be taken from us. May the things 
which belong to our everlaſting peace never be 
hidden from our eyes: May we all remember 
that we are haſtening with amazing velocity in- 
to eternity, and may we be engaged ſo to act our 
part on the ſtage of this world, that when weare 
ſummoned, hence, we may be remembered by 
the glorious Saviour, and ſhare to all eternity the 
ineffable delights of the Paradiſe of Gop, which 
may He of his infinite mercy grant for CuRIST's 
ſake, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
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APPENDIX. 


Some Account of the Converſation 
and Behaviour of Warts, Bax- 
RICK and SULLIVan, in Priſon, &c. 


LEXANDER WHITE, when 
brought upon his Trial before the 
Hcnourable Supreme Judicial Court, 
for Murder and Piracy on the High 
Seas, pleaded GuiL TY. The 
Court ſeemed much affected with 
his plea, and the rehearſal of his ſtory. They 
did not direct his plea to be recorded, but re- 
manded him to priſon, informing him that they 
would confider further of his caſe the next 
morning. Upon his appearing at the Bar the 
ſecond time he pleaded as before. The Court 
were ſo tender of his caſe, that they proceed- 
ed to examine ſundry witneſſes; and after they 
had gone through their evidence, Vite declared 
that they had related the circumſtances of the 
affair as nearly as could poſſibly be expected. 


AT the firſt Paſtoral Viſit, which was made 
him in Cambridge, it was particularly enquired, 
Why he accuſed himſeif before the Court in a tri- 
al foc his life ? He anſwered, that his conſcience 

D informed 
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informed him that he was guilty, and that as 
his life was forfeited, he wiſhed not to retain 
it.—[t was then obſerved that pleading not 
guilty before a Court amounts to nothing more 
than putting one's ſelf upon trial. —He ſaid he 
was ſenſible of that ; but knowing that he had 
murdered an innocent man, it appeared to him 
his duty to confeſs it before Gop and men: 
He added, that he believed the evidence was 
not ſufficient to convict him; but he choſe to 
ſuffer the puniſhment due to his crime. 
Ix was then obſerved to him, that Death was 
a ſolemn and important event, and that the 
fear of it was a paſſion deeply implanted in hu- 
man nature ; and particular enquiry was made 
upon what grounds he was ſo reconciled to it? 
He ſaid, that he had ſoon after the commiſſion 
of his crime, framed a ſtory, in which he en- 
deavoured to throw the guilt upon the Paſſen- 
ger ; but that after he was committed to pri- 
ſon at Plymouth, he was brought under deep 
conviction of the evil of fin, and was for 
ſeveral weeks in the utmoſt anguiſh and diſ- 
treſs ; that he read the Word of Gop and other 
books of devotion with the utmoſt attention and 
care, and frequently received viſits from Mr. Rob- 
bins and other Miniſters and Friends, who gave 
him the beſt counſel and advice in their power ; 
and alſo that he heard ſundry Sermons which 
were well adapted to his caſe. He further 
ſaid, that as he was mourning on account of 


his crimes with penitential ſorrow, he had a very 
| | lively 


4 DDD 


lively and affecting view of the mercy of God 


through Jesus CurisT, and that he bound in 


himſelf a ſtrong and ardent deſire to ſubmit to 
CHR1sT in the character of a Saviour. There 
appeared to him to be a great change in his 
ſentiments and views. He thought that he 
found in his heart a real love to Gop and I- 
sus CHRisT, and true benevolence to mankind. 


WHEN it was obſerved to him, that he muſt 
be deſtitute of the moſt ſatisfactory evidence of 
a real change, viz. the fruits of righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs in the life; he ſaid,” he was 
aware of that, but that he felt in himſelf ſuch 


a divine temper and diſpoſition, and ſuch an 


hearty approbation of the ways of Gop and 


religion, that he had ſtrong hope of final accep- 


tance and everlaſting life. 


. Every time the author of the e ser- 
mon viſited him, he appeared very humble, ſeri- 
ous and prayerful. He ſpake of death with 
great calmneſs and compoſure, and declared 


himſelf perfectly reconciled to it, from a ſtrong 


ſuaſion of his intereſt in the favour of Gop, 
and a confident hope of a better life. When 
he was aſked whether he wiſhed for a Re- 
prieve ? He replied that he did not on his own 
account ; but as his Fellow-ſufferers were very 
defirous of it he would acquieſce in it. He added 
that if the-priſon-doors were opened to him, and 
he might have his liberty and life, he ſhould ra- 
ther wiſh to die, 


SEVERAL 
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© SEVERAL other Miniſters who ſaw and con- 
verſed with him, were at firſt very apprehenſive. 
that he was a mere Enthu/ia/t, and that as death 
approached, he would change his ſtile: But 
upon further converſation, when the time of ex- 
ecution was at hand, they ſeemed much more 1 
ſatisfied of his ſincerity. It is worthy of parti- ; 
cular notice, that he took great pains to en- 
hghten his Fellow-ſufferers, by reading to them 
the Scriptures and other good. books ; by coun- 

| fels and exhortations, and that he often prayed 
with and for them. 
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As he was going to the place of execution, he 
was aſked, Whether he now heartily approved of 
the method of ſalvation through Jesus CurisT, 
and could truſt in his merits and mediation for 
4 pardon and eternal life? He ſaid that it appeared 
| of to him moſt wiſe and excellent, and that he had 
i not the leaſt wiſh for any other way of life than 
5 that through Jesus CHRIST, and that he did en- 
5 tirely depend on the rich grace and mercy of 
158 -Gop, through him, for pardon and ſalvation. 
{44 When enquiry was made, Whether his faith and 
k hope continued as ſtrong and vigorous as ever ? 
He ſaid they really did, and that he viewed death 
with the utmoſt complacency and ſatisfaction; 
f and further ſaid, that if theſe graces ſhould fail 
1 him in bis laſt moments he would openly de- 
+ clare it: He added, that he ardently wiſhed the 
proſperity and ſucceſs of the kingdom of the Re- 
deemer among men. He prayed very earneſtly 
with his leſt breath, and died cemmending his 
foul into the hands of Gop. Ix 
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I this recita} the ſtile of the Priſoner could 
not be exactly recollected; but his ideas are re- 
preſented as nearly as poſſible. Many other queſ- 
tions were propofed to him, the recording: of 
which, might too far protrat this Appendix. 
Theſe facts are ſubmitted, leaving every one to 
form his own judgment. upon ſo ſingular a caſe. 


Richard Barrick and John Sullivan appeared 
exceedingly ignorant, and owned that they had 
never been taught to read. Barrick ſaid that 
he never knew his parents, but was ſent: very 
young to the foundling-hoſpital. It was obſerv- 
ed to him that proper proviſion was made there 
for the inſtruction of children. He ſaid that this 
was the caſe in ſome parts of it; but rot ſo in 
others. Suihvan ſaid that his parents were fo- 
licitous for the education of their children, aad 


that of eleven he was the only one which was 


not taught, and that this was owing to his re- 
fractory temper and his difobedience to his pa- 
rents, When enquiry was made whether they 
believed the Being and perfections of Go p, and 
that men would be happy or miſetable after 
death, according to their conduct in the preſent 
tate ? they anſwered in the affitmative. They 
were aſked whether they were ſenſible of the ex- 
ceeding evil of fin as it is oppoſite to a holy God, 
and their need of pardon and mercy through Jz- 
sos CuRIsT ? They ſeemed at a loſs for an an- 
ſwer, and ſaid they did not underſtand it, No 
ſmatipainswastaken by fundry Miniſters to lead 
them to a proper ſenſe of their ſtate, and to 
| open 
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open to them the way of en move 
CnnisT. _ 8 


Ar the fl viſi a pretended to hy that 
bh were guilty of the Robbery at Winter- 
Hil, for which they had been convicted ; but 
after ſentence of death was pronounced by the 


* * both owned che tact. 


H AVING: formed an inveterate habe of 1 vice ĩn 


| a life, and been deſtitute of inſtrution and 


diſcipline, it was extremely difficult to make any 
impreſſion, upon them. They ſaid they were 
afraid to die, ſenſible that they were nen 
1 wiſhed for more time. 


As the day of execution approached, they ſeem- 
ed conſiderably affected, and ſaid they were hear- 
tily ſorry for all their fins, and wiſhed for mer- 
cy through JIxsus CurisT. As they advanced 
to the Gallows, they ſeemed much diſtreſſed, 
and continued crying to Gop through CHRIST, 
till the moment arrived which uſhered them in- 
to eternity.—- Thus much is mentioned with 


teſpect to theſe two unhappy Men, to ſhew the 


extreme danger of neglecting the proper edu- 
cation and government of children, and the 
neceſſity of reſtraining them while - young 
from ſinful exceſſes. 9 
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ty The ſolbwing Letters bring in the poſſeſſion of 


the Printer, be has inſerted it to ill up a va- 
cant page. 
* a, « 
Extract / Letter written by ALEXANDER 
WuiTE, to a Perſon who bad greatly befriend- 
ed bis ſpiritual intereſh while in Plymouth goa!. 
LCambridge- Goal, Nov. t 5, 1784. 
Dear Friend, 
a OU requeſt me, in your laſt Letter, to ſend 
you a particular account of the workings 
of my heart fince I have condemned myſelf, by 
making an open confeſſion of the ahominable fin 
which 1 have committed againſt Gop and my 
own foul. I do not reflect on my conduct (in 
confeſſing the crime) bleſſed be Gop that my 
hope is grounded on the ſure foundatich that 
is laid in Zion. My anchor is within the veil, 
and 'tis utterly impoſſible for it to be removed 


by the hands of man, or the ingenuity of de- 


vils—Nothing can remove my hope. Altho' the 
time draws near and death approaches me, Gop 
alſo draws near, and ſtifles the pangs of death 
and gives me an over-coming triumph over the 
grave. Bleſſed be Gop, I have the privilege 
of going to meeting, and have the advice of 
ſundry faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel. And 
bleſſed be Gop that I am very well ſupplied with 
the neceſſaries of life.—l have not time nor op- 
portunity to write to all my Friends with you 
now—the time draws near that I am to be no 


more—yet what remains of my heart that is not 
engaged 
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: * Tarn are two MalefaRors Ugo Fins, 


2 $42 Letter from 


1 


engaged with Gop, eat with them, 1541 
7 they have but a ſmall. there, a 


it, My deen Friend, 2 5 . 


are under ſentence — when thi 
do hand I, wich their con would 
x: for your prayers in their, —My 

le hand, bound with cold iron a> 
Mo write ſo long a Lett& as I woul 


XANDER WHITE.” 


ALEXANDER 
to % Rev. 2 at Plymouth. 
erer dal. F 15. 1784. 
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F 2 F "Mb trembling hand i 1 to paper, to 


ſet forth the ſentiments of my heart, 
” aki. to point out where the ground of 
its. My hope is fixed on ack, th 
Tien, the ſure foundation ta 0 has Jaid for 
the redemptiangof ſinners.Bleſſed be Gop 
my mountain ſtands ſtrong. and the th Cha of 
death canndt remove it, nog can any ting be a 
terror to n · 0. thoughts of my 
dear Regeemer !——Dear Sir, excuſe the 
ſhortneſs of my 


under great obligitiog to you for the favour of 
your Letter. It is now growing dark, and op- 


— will not permit me to fay any more, 
ſo J remain your dying friend.. | AP 55 


* ALEXANDER WHITE.” 
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"Jan ? wiſh.. 
85 7 elude, and remain your dying friend, 


blervations to you.——l am 
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